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HIGHLIGHTS

Results of a spring 1989 survey offer the following information about undergraduate humanities course
offerings and cnrollmenis in U.S. colleges and universities in fah 1968. Data from this survey were combined
with data from an earlicr HES survey for fall 1980 and fall 1985 to allow comparisoas of cnroliments across
time.

TWO-YEAR SCHOOLS

. Undergraduate humanities enrollments at two-year schools grew by 393,000 enrollments from 1980 to
1988. Humanities cnrollmenrts per 100 students showed statistically significant increases during this
period for two subjects: philosophy and remedial/developmental composition.

. In fall 1988, there were approximately 2 million humanities earolimeats in two-year colleges. During
this same period, there were about 4.6 million undergraduate students enrolled in two-year colleges.
Two-year schools cnrolled 43 percent of the undergraduate students, but had only 30 percent of the
undergraduate humanitics enroilments in fall 1983.

. Across all subject areas, two-year schools had 42.9 humanitics earollments per 100 students in fall 1968.
Course enrollments per 100 students in specific subjects in fall 1988 were as follows: composition/
writing, 16.4; history, 9.1; remedial/developmental composition, 7.7; forzign languages and litcratures,
4.4; English and American literature, 3.6; philosophy, 2.6; and religion, 1.8.

FOUR-YEAR SCHOOLS

. Undergraduats humaniiics enroliments at four-year schools grew by 316,000 cnrollments from 1980 to
1988. Humanities enrollments per 100 students showed no statistically significant changes from 1980 to
1988 for all four-year schools grouped together. There were small increases and decreasss in some
subject arcas from 1980 to 1985, and from 1985 to 1988, but these changes were usually offset by changes
in the opposite direction during the other time period, resulting in a net effect of no change from 1980 to
1988,

. Except for forcign languages and litcratures, there were more courses utfered at the upper division level
than at the lower division level at four-ycar schools. Even so, carollments were coacentrated
overwhelmingly at the lower division level. Lower division eorollments were generally two to three times
higher than upper division enrollments.

. In fall 1988, there were approximately 4.6 million humanities enrollments in four-year colleges. During
this same period, there were about 6.1 miliion undergraduate students earolied in four-year colleges.

‘ Four-year sche s enrolled 57 percent of the undergraduate students, but accounted for 70 percent of the
und-~rgraduate humanitics enroliments in fall 1988.

. Except for English composition, which showed no statistically significant differences, cnrollments per
100 students in fall 1988 at four-year colleges were higher in private schools than in public schools.
Differences by four-year school type were not so clear cut, with baccalaureate schools showing t
highest enrollments per 100 in about half the subjects, doctoral schools showing the highest enrollmer
in one subject, and no statistically significant differences occurring in the remaining subjects.

. Across all subject arcas, four-year schools had 75.1 humanities enroliments per 100 students in fall 1988.
Course cnrollments per 100 students in specific subjects in fall 1988 were as follows: history, 17.5;
composition /writing, 163; forciyu ianguages and litcratures, 14.4; English and American literature, 11.7;
religion, 10.4; philosophy, 7.9; and remedial/developmental composition, 4.1.
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INTRODUCTION

In response to a Congressional mandate to report
bicnnially on the state of the humanities, the
National Endowment for the Humanities issued
Humanities in America: A Repont to the President,
the Congress, and the American People. This 1988
report used data gathered from a variety of sources
to document a 20-year decline of interest in the
humanities on the nation’s college campuses. A
drop in the number of degrees carned in humanities
disciplines was onc of the main statistical indic stors
used to arrive at this conclusion. The report went on
to observe thai more recent degree data, as well as
humanities enrollment data from a previous Higher
Education Survey (HES #3 -- Undergraduate
Enroliments in Humanities Courses, 1980 and 1985),
seemed to suggest that the long downward slide was
coming to an end. In particular, data from HES #3
indicated that cnrollments in humanities courses
were fairly stable between 1980 and 1985, with some
fields experiencing modest growth and other fields
decliring slightly.

The purpose of the current survey was to determine
whether the earlier indications of stability in enroll-
ments were holding steady. If not, in which direction
are enrollments moving? Have the well-documented
attempis to strengthen general education require-
ments among colleges aad umiversities resulted in
any real increase in humanities enroliments?
Conversely, are vocational concerns continuing to
steer students away from the bumanities? And what
arc the trends in community colleges? This survey
was designed to help the National Endowment for
the Humanities in znswering these and related
questions.

This survey was requested by the National
Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) and con-
ducted through he Higher Education Surveys
(HES) system. The survey requested information
about course offerings and enrollment in fall 1988
for full- and part-time undergraduate students in six
general humanities subjects: English and American
literature, foreign languages and literatures, history,
philosephy, religion, and English composition
(collected  separately for composition/writing
courscs and remedial/developmental courses). The
data were coliected in spring 1989 from a nationally
representative sample of 494 colleges and univer-
sitics, representing a universc of approximately 2,800
colleges and universities (1,600 four-year schools and

1,200 two-year schools). A 97 percent responsc rate
(481 schools) was obtained. Appendix B provides a
more detailed discussion of the sample and survey
methodology. The survey questionnaire is
reproduced in Appendix C.

Data from this survey for fall 1988 were combined
with data from the earlier HES survey for fall 1980
and fall 1985 to allow comparisons of cnrollments
across time. Schools were classified according to
their type in fall 1988 for analyses of the data for all
three years. See Appendix B for a more detailed
discussion of this procedure. Data arc presented for
the percent of schools offering courses in the subject
areas and the number of courses offered for fall
1988; overall enrollments and enrollment per 100
students in the subject arcas arc presented for fall
1980, 1985, and 1988.

Enrollment figures represent the number of garoll-
ments in humanities courses, and not the number of
students enrolled in humanities courses. Students
carolled in more than one course ir a given subject
were counted for each course. For example, a
student enrolled in two history courses would be
counted twice in the enroliment figures provided for
history. While an unduplicated total of the number
of studeats enrolled in humanities courses would
have been desirable, a pretest conducted prios to
HES #3 showed that institutions could not provide
such information within the response burden con-
straints of a HES quick-resp~nse survey.

Institutions were asked to provide enrollment figures
broken out by lower division and uprer division
courses. Lower division courses were defined as for-
credit courses designed for undergraduates in the
first two years of a four-year curriculum, plus all
course cnroliments for two-year colleges. Upper
division courses were defined as for-cradit courses
designed for undergraduates during the third and
fourth years of a four-year curriculum. Institutions
that have a four-year undergraduate program that
does not distinguish between upper and lower
division courses indicated this on the questionnaire
and listed all their enrollment figures in the spaces
reserved for lower division cnroliments. These
schools were then removed from the analyses for
upper and lower division enrollments, but were
included in the analyses for "overall” (upper plus
lower division) enrollments. This separation was




necessary so that the data reported for lower division
and upper division represented just those levels, and
were not affected by data that included both upper
and lower division enrollmznts together.

It should also be noted that this survey does not
cover all subjects that a school may consider to be
humanitics. Instead, the survey gathered informa-
tior: about the major disciplines traditionally encom-
passed by the humanitics. Thus, these enroliment
figures should not be interpreted as the total
humanities cnrollmentr at colleges and universities,
but rather the cnrollinents in the specified disci-
plincs, which represent the bulk of humanities
offerings at colleges and upiversitics.

The data in the report are presented separately for
four-year and two-year schools. Data arc aggre-
gated as "total" figures, which represent all four-year
or two-year colleges grouped together; data for four-
year colleges arc also disaggregated by school

control (public and private) and type (doctoral,
comprchensive, and  baccalaureate). These
classifications are defined in Appendix B. Ualess
otherwise specified, data reported in the text refer to
“total” figures and arc “overali® numbers (upper and
lower division figures added together). While these
numbers are the major focus in the text, additional
information sbout upper and lower division and
breakouts by ccetrol and type arc presented in the
appendix tables for those readers who may be
intcrested in this information.

The estimates in this report are based on sample
data that have beer weighted to produce national
cstimates. Becausc these estimates arc subjoct to
sampling variability, numbzrs in the tables, figures,
and text have been rounded. Percents, averages, and
change scores have been calculated on the actual
estimates rather than the rounded values. Specific
statements of comparison made in the text are
significant at the 95 percent coniidence level or
better.




HUMANITIES COURSE OFFERINGS

Percent of Schools Uffering Courses

The majority of two-year schools offer some
humanitics courses. The percent of two-year
colleges that ever offered courses in particular
humanities subjects ranged from 33 percent that
ever offered religion to 93 percent that ever offered
composition/writing (Appendix Table A-1), while
the percent of two-year schools offering courses in
fall 1988 ranged from 24 percent for religion to
91 percent for composition/writing.

Humanities courses are offercd at the vast majority
of four-year colicges and universitics, and atmost all
of thesec schools that ever offered courses in
particular subjects offered courses in fall 1988
(Appendix Tables A-4 and A-5). The percent of
four-year colleges and uriversities that ever offered
courses in particular humanitics subjects ranged
from 71 percent that ever offered remedial/
developmental composition courses ang religion
courses toc 97 percent that ecver offered
composition/writing courses and English and

Figure 1

American literature courses. The percent of four-
year schools offering courses in particular human-
itics subjects in fall 1988 ranged from 67 percent for
rcligion to 96 percent for composition/writing
courses and English and American literature
courses.

Figure 1 shows how four-year and two-year schools
vary in humanities course offerings. With the
exception of English composition, four-year schools
arc morc likely than two-year schools to offer
courses in all subject arcas. The differences between
four-ycar and twe-year schools in fall 1988 ranged
from 15 percentage points in English and American
literature (96 percent versus 81 percent) (o
43 percentage points in religion (67 percent versus
24 percent).  Composition/writing was offered by
four-year and two-year schools at approximately the
same rate in fall 1988, while remedial/develop-
mental composition was offered more frequently by
two-year schools (83 percent at two-year schools
versus 68 percent at four-year schools).

Percent of Four-year, Two-year, and All Colleges and Universities that Offered
Courses In Selected Humanities Subjects in Fali 1988, by Subject and School Level

English and American
Literature

Foreign Languages and |
Lateratures
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Philosophy
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Number of Courses Offered in Faill 1988

In two-year schools, the number of courses offered
in fall 1988 ranged from a total uf 800 religion
courses to 5,500 courses in forcign languages and
literatures (Appendix Table A-1). The mean
numbc. of courses offcred! at two-year schools in
fall 1988 (not shown in tables) were;

. Foreign languages and literatures -- 6.8

. History -- 4.7

. Con:position/writing -- 4.0

. Remedial/developmental composition -- 3.3
. English and American literature -- 3.3

. Religion -- 2.7

. Philosophy -- 2.6.

The number of humanitics courses cffered by four-
year colleges and universities in fall 1988 ranged
from a total of 1,800 remedial/developmental
composition courses to 31,400 courses in foreign
languages and litcratures (Appendix Table A-4).
The mean number of courses offered at four-year
schools in fall 1988 (not shown in tables) were:

. Forcign languages and literatures -- 21.3

. History -- 12.9

n English and American literature -- 10.3

. Religion -- 9.9

. Philosophy -- 6.0

. Composition/writing -- 4.5

. Remedial/ developmental composition -- 1.6.

1Meansnetmedoulycmthonetchoolnlm offered courses in

the particular subject area in fall 1988.

The mear number of courses offercd varied
substantially by school type. For example, the mzan
number of courses in foreign languages and litera-
tures ranged from 11.5 in baccalaureate schoois to
762 in doctoral schools; the mean number of history
courses varied from 8.3 in baccalaureate schools to
3538 in doctoral schools.?

Except for forcign languages and literatures, there
were more courses offered at the upper division
level than at the lower division level (Appendix
Tablc A-4). Even s0, enrollmeats we: > concentrated
overwhelmingly at the lower division level. And for
all subjects, the number of enrollments per course
was larger at the lower division level than at the
upper division level 3

ZInis variation by school type is aleo a function of school size,
since these institutional characteristics arc related (o each
other. Among doctoral schools, 52 percent are large; among
comprehensive schools, S0 percent are large and 44 percent are

jum; and among baccaleurcate schools, 44 percent are

3Bem-e enroliments are duplicated counts, and the number of

courses is defined a8 the number of seperste courses (as
ideatified by course title or number), not sections, enroliments
per course cannot be iuterpreted as class size. However, it is
likely that many lower division classes are larger than uprer
division classes.

11




NUMBER OF ENROLLMENTS IN HUMANITIES COURSES

Fall 1988 Enrollments

American colleges and universities reported that in
the fall of 1988, there were approximately 6.6 million
enrollments in the humanities courses covered by
HES. Approramately 2 million of these humanitics
enrollments occerred in two-year colleges; the
remaining 4.6 million humanities enrollments were
in four-year colleges. During this same period,
about 1)7  million fu!- and part-time
undergraduates were enrolled in college -- 4.6
million in two-year schools and the remaining 6.1
million students in four-year schools. Thus, two-year
schools contained 43 percent of the undergraduate
students, but only 30 percent of the undergraduate
humanities enrollments in fall 198". Conversely,
four-ycar schools had 57 percent of the
undergraduate students, but 70 percent of the
undergraduate humanitics enrollments in fall 1988,

Humanities earollments in two-year schools were
distributed as follows (Appendix Table A-1):

. English composition -- 1,096,000

. History -- 395,000

. Foreign l. \guages and literatures -- 185,000
. English and American literature -- 156,000
. Philosophy -- 104,000

. Religion -- 27,000.

Enrollments in four-year schools were (Appendix
Table A-8):

. English composiiion -- 1,163,000

. History -- 1,055,000

. Foreign languages and Lieratures -- 847,000
. Enclish and American literature -- 707,000

. Philosopt.y -- 462,000

. Religion -- 384,000.

The proportion of total humanities emrollments
accounted for by ecach subject differed widely
between four-year and two-year colleges (Figure 2).
The most striking difference was in English compo-
sition -- 25 percent of humanities cmroliments at
four-year colleges werc in English composition,
while English composition accounted for 56 percent
of humanities enrollments at two-year schools.

Enrollments in 2ll humanities subjects surveyed were
higher at the lower division level than the upper
division level. At four-y=ar schools, lower division
humanities enrollments were 1.8 to 3.6 times larger
than upper division enrollments, depending upon the
subject (Appendix Table A-4). Thus, it appears that
a great deal of the humanities cnroliment at four-
year schools represents enroliments in courses used
to fulfill general education requirements (ic.,
enrollments by non-majors).

Fall 1980 and Fall 1985 Enrollments

There were approximately 5.9 million enrollments in
fall 1980 and 6 million enrollments in fall 1985 in the
major humanit: _s subjects, as surveyed by HES. As
in 1988, mc:t of the humanities enrollments were in
four-year schools: 4.3 million in four-year schools
for both 1980 and 1985 (Appendix Tables A-11 and
A-12), compared to 1.6 million for 1980 and 1.7
million for 1985 in two-year schools (Appendix
Table A-2). The proportion of total humanities
enroilments accounted for by each subject in 1980
and 1985 was very similar to the proportion in 1988.

Changes in Enrollments from 1980 to 1988

During the period from 1980 to 1988, undergraduate
humanities enrollments at American colleges and
universities grew by 709,000 enroliments, or
12.1 percent.  During this same period, the total
number of undergraduates enrolled grew by 763,000
students, or 7.7 percent. Thus, during this period,
undergraduate humanitics enrollment grew at a
slightly greater pace than total undergiaduate
enrollment.




From 1980 to 1988, undergraduate humanitics Thus, two-year schools account for 55 percent of the
enrollments at two-year schools grew by 393,000 total growth of 709,000 humanities enroliments
enroliments; undergraduate humanities enrollments during this period, while four-year schools account
at four-vear schools grew by 316,000 enrollments. for 45 percent of the growth.

Figure 2

Course Enroliment in Selected Humanities Subjects at Colleges
and Universities in Fall 1988, by Subject and School Level

English Composition

History

Foreign Languages and Literatures
Philosophy and Religion

English and American Literature

All Schools

Four-year Schools* Two-year Schools

* Because of rounding percents may not add to 100 Reference: Appendix Tables A-1, A-8
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HUMANITIES ENROLLMENTS PER 100 STUDENTS AT TWO-YEAR SCHOOLS

In order to allow comparisons across types of
institutions and across the three years for which data
have been gathered (1980, 1985, i988), humanities
cnrollments were standardized by institutional
enrollments to produce the number of humanities
enrollments per 100 students at institutions that
offer courses in the particular subject.  This
procedure was necessary because differing numbers
of institutions offered courses in the varicus
humanities subjects, the overall enroliments at
institutions differed in the three ycars, and some
institutions did not provide data for all three years.
Because enrollments include duplicated counts (¢.g.,
onc student enrolled in two history courses is
counted twice), the "per 100" numbers cannot be
interpreted as percent of students enrolling in the
courses. Instead, these numbers represent average
errollments per 100 students at institutions that
offer courses in the particular discipline.

Across all subject arcas, two-year schools had 42.9
humanities enrollments per 100 students in fall
19884 Enrollments per 100 students in particular

4C0mpulcd by standardizing the total humanities enroliments by
the institutional enrollments to produce the total humanities
cnroliments per 100 students at two-year schools that offered
any humanaties courses in fall 1988

Figure 3

subject areas ranged from 1.8 enrollments in religion
to 164 ecorollments in composition/writing
(Appendix Table A-1).

Across all threc years of the survey (1980, 1985,
1968), the highest earollments per 100 students were
in composition/writing, ranging from 15.4 earoll-
ments in 1980 to 16.4 enroliments in 1988 (Figure 3,
and Appendix Tables A-1 and A-2). The remaining
subjects, in descending order of frequency, were
history, remedial/developmental  composition,
forcign languages and literatures, English and
Americar literature, philosophy, and religion.

Enrollm:nts per 100 students showed statistically
significant increases in philosophy from 1980 to 1985
(+04) and from 1980 to 1988 (+04), and also
showed statistically significant increases in remedial/
developmental composition from 1980 to 1985
(+12) and from 1980 to 1988 (+1.7; Appendix
Table A-3).

Enrollment per 100 Students in Selected Humanities Subjects
st Two-year Colleges, by Subjoct and Year

AN 1980
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1988
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HUMANITIES ENROLLMENTS PER 100 STUDENTS AT FOUR-YEAR SCHOOLS

Across all subject areas, four-year schools had 751
humanities enrollments pe: 100 students in fall
1988." Overall enrollmenc per 100 studer.s in
particular subject arcas ranged from 7.9 enrutlments
per 100 students in philosophy courses to 17.5
enrollments per 100 students in history courses
(Appezdix Table A-8). Most enrollments were at
the lower division level (Figure 4 and Appendix
Table A-4), which gencrally were two to three times
as high as the enrollments at the upper division level.
Lower division enrollments varied from 6.3 enroll-
ments per 100 students in philosophy to 13.4 enroll-
ments per 100 students in history (Appendix Table
A-9). Upper division enrollments ranged from 1.9

SComputed by standardizing the total humanities enroliments by
the institutional enrollments to produce the total humanitics
enroliments per 100 students at four-year schools that offered
any humanities courses 1n fall 1988,

enrollments per 100 students in philosophy to 4.6
enrollments per 100 students in history (Appendix
Table A-10).

Eanrollments per 100 students in fall 1988 at four-
year colleges were higher in private schools than in
public schools in all subjects except English
composition, which showed no statistically significznt
differeaces. Differences by four-year school type
were not so clear cut. Doctoral schools had the
highest enrollments per 100 in one subject (foreign
languages and literatures), baccalaurcate schools
were highest in about half the subjects, and about
half the subjects showed ro statistically significant
differences.

English and American

Foreign Languages and

Figure 4

Enrollment per 100 Students in Fall 1988 in Selected Humanities Subjects at
Four-year Colleges and Universities, by Subject and Levzl
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For all four-year schools grouped iogether, there
were no  statistically  significant changes in
kumanities enrollments per 100 students from 1980
to 1988. There were threc statistically significant
changes from 1980 to 1985 (+07 in foreign
languagcs and literatures, +0.5 in philosophy, and
-13 in religion), and two statistically significant
changes from 1985 to 1988 (-1.5 in religion and +13
in composition/writing), but cumulatively from 1980
to 1988, no changes were statistically significant.

Comprehensive and baccalaurcate schools did not
show any statistically significant enrollment changes
from 1980 to 1988; doctoral schools showed two
statistically significant increases (+1.9 in history and
+08 in philosophy).  Statistically significant
increases from 1980 to 1988 in public schools
occurred in two subjects (+0.9 in forcign ianguages
and literatures and +0.8 iv philoscphy); private
schools showed one statistically significant decrease
(-1.2 in philosophy; Appendix Table A-13).

Figure §

In the following sections, information is presented
scparately for each humanitics subject. For cach
subject, enrollmeats per 100 students are presented
for the three years, followed by breakouts by school
type and coatrol for 1988 (breakouts by school type
and contzol for 1985 and 1980 are available in
Appendix Tables A-11 and A-12). Next, information
about any statistically significant changes across the
three years is preseated. It is important to
remember when examining change from year to year
that a statistically significant increase or decrease in
onc year may be offset by change in the opposite
direction or a finding of no change in another year,
so that the nct effect from 1980 to 1988 is a finding
of no statistically significant change.

English and American Litcrature
Overall enroliments per 100 students in English and

American literature were 11.7 enrollments for all
three years -- 1980, 1985, and 1988 (Figure 5, and

Enrolimant per 100 Students in English and American Literature at Four-year Colkegs and
Universities, by Level, Institutional Characteristics, and Year

20 -
19
18
17 4
16
15 - p
14 4 -
13 1 = b

-
Q
-

1
Enroliment per o J
100 Students ¢ 4

P.

OmNWAWNMAIS
4 4 2 1 4 A 1 1

Lower Division M 79

Upper Division
Overll

Public

Private

1.7
1.7
11.7

Docwral
ve

1980 I/,
1985
1988

NOTE: Breakdowns by level, control, and type v~ for fuil 1988, Breakdowns by control, type, and year are
"overall” numbers (upper division plus lower division, plus schools that did not break out upper and

lower division envollmeats).

Reference: Appendix Tables A4, A-8, A-11,A.12
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Appendix Tables A-8, A-11, and A-12). In 1988,
little variation occurred by school type -- doctoral
schools had 11.5 ecarollments per 100 students,
comprehensive schools had 11.7, and baccalaureate
<chools bad 12.0 cnrollments. There was more
variation by school control in 1988, with public
schools having 10.8 enroliments, and private schools
having 13.7 ecorollments per 100 students.
Enrollments per 100 students in English and
American literature showed no statistically
significant changes across the three years.

Foreign Languages and Literatures

Enrollments in foreign languages and literatures did
not vary much across the three years of the survey.
Overall enrollments per 100 students were 14.2 in
1980, 14.9 in 1985, and 4.4 in 1988 (Figure 6, anc
Appendix Tabies A-8, A-11, and A-12). In 1988,

enrollments per 100 students were 18.2 in ductoral
schools. Baccalaureate schools had 14.3 enrollments
per 100 students, and comprehensive schools had
11.1 enroliments per 100. Variation by school
control in 1983 was substantial -- 126 enrollments

per 100 in public schools, compared to 19.4 enroll-
ments per 100 in private schools.

Enrollments per 100 students in forcign languages
and literatures showed both increases and decreases
during the 1980s, depending on the type of school
and time period. Esnrollments per 100 students
showed statistically significant increases from 1980
to 1985 for all four-year schools (+0.7), private
schools (+13), and doctoral schools (+1.;
Appendix Table A-13).  Enrollments per 100
students decreased from 19385 to 1988 for private
schools (-2.8) and baccalaureate schools (-2.4), and
showed an increase from 1980 to 1988 for public
schools (+0.9).

Figure 6

Enrollment per 100 Students in Foreign Languages and Literatures at Four-year Colleges
and Universities, by Level, Institutional Characteristics, and Year
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History

History enrollments per 100 students were stable
during the 1980s -- 17.2 n 1980, 17.0 in 1985, and
17.5 in 1988 (Figurc 7, and Appendix Tables A-8,
A-11, and A-12). There were no statistically
significant differences by school type in 1988,
Enrollments per 100 students were 194 in
baccalaureate schcols, 174 in comprchensive
schools, and 16.8 in doctoral schools. Enrollments
per 100 students werc higher in private schools
(19.8) than in public schools (16.6).

Doctoral schools showed the only statistically signifi-
cant changes in history earoliments per 100 students
(Appe. dix Table A-13). Enroliments increased
from 1985 to 1988 (+14), for a total increase of
+1.9 enrollments per 100 students from 1980 to
1988.

Figure 7

Philosophy

Philosophy curollments per 100 students were 7.7 in
1980, 8.2 in 1985, and 7.9 in 1988 (Figurc 8, and
Appendix Tables A-8, A-11. and A-12). Enrollments
per 100 students in 1988 were 8.6 in baccalaurcate
schools, 8.3 in comprehensive schools, and 7.3 in
doctoral schools. Enroliment varied substantiaily by
school control, with privatc schools having 11.0
cnrollments and public schools having 6.8 caroll-
ments per 100 students.

Philosophy enrollments per 100 students displayed
both modest increases and decreases during the
1980s, depending on the type and control of school.
Statistically significant increases occurred for all
four-year schools from 1980 to 1985 (+0.5), for
public schools from 1980 to 1985 (+0.5) and 1980 to
1988 (+0.8), and for doctoral schools from 1980 to

Enrollment per 100 Students in History at Four-year Colleges and Universities, by Level,
Institutional Characteristics, and Year
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Figure 8

Enroliment per 100 Students in Philosophy at Four-year Colleges anG Universities, by
Level, Institutional Characteristics, ard Year
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1985 (+0.9) and 1980 to 1988 (+0.8; Appendix Table
A-13). Statistically significant decreases took place
for private schools from 1985 to 1988 (-1.7) and 1980
to 1988 (-1.2), and for baccalaurcate schools from
1985 to 1988 (-1.3).

Religion

Religion had overall enrollments per 100 students of
13.2 in 1980, 11.9 in 1985, and 10.4 in 1588 (Figure 9,
and Appendix Tables A-8, A-11, and A-12). There
was substantial variation by school type -- in 1988,
baccalaureate schools had 17.8 caroliments per 100
students, followed by 8.2 enroilments in comprehen-
sive schools, and 3.3 earollments in doctoral schools.
This variation is also reflected in the figures broken
out by school control. Private schools had 24.4
corollments per 100 students in 1988, while public
schools had only 2.4 enrollments per 100 students.

It is interesting to notc that the pattern for religion
corollments per 100 students is different than for
other subjects. Enrollments per 100 students were
ten times higher for private schools than for public

schools, and more than twice as high in baccalaure-
ate schools as in comprehensive or doctoral schools.
The HES pane! contains many church-affilisted and
rcligiously-oriented schools, reflecting the large
number of these sckools in the population. These
schools arc private, and tend to be baccalaurcate
schools. They often require their students to take
many religion courses (c.g., one religion course in
cach of the first four semesters of enrollmer).
Hence, corollments per 100 students in religion
courses ar= much higher in these kinds of schools
than in other kinds. In addition, because there are
so many of these schools and their enrollments per
100 students in religion courses arc high, it boosts
the enrollments per 100 for all four-year schools
grouped together.

The only statistically significant increase in religion
carollments per 100 students occurred in doctoral
schools from 1980 to 1985 (+1.0; Appendix Table A-
13). However, this increase was offset by an equal
decrease (-1.0) in doctoral schools from 1985 to
1988, for a net cffect of no change from 1980 to
1988. Religica enrollments per 100 students also
showed statistically significant decrecases from 1985
to 1988 for all four-year schools (-1.5) and private
schools (-2.8).
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Figere 9

Enroliment per 100 Students in Reiigion at Four-year Colieges and Universities, by Level,
Tostitutions! Characteristics, and Year
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Composition/writing

Enrollments per 100 students in composition/writing
were 15.5 in 1980, 15.0 in 1985, and 163 in 1988
(Figure 10, and Appendix Tables A-8, A-11, and
A-12). In 1988, cnrollments per 100 students were
highest in baccelaureate schools (19.9), followed by
comprehensive schools (15.8) and doctoral schools
(15.5). Enrollments in public and private schools did
not differ significantly; private schools had 17.7
cnrollments per 100 students, and pubiic schools had
15.7 enrollments per 100 srudents in 1988.

The only statistically significant changes in
composition/writing cnroliments per 100 students
were from 1985 to 1988 (Appendix Table A-13):
cnrollments increased for all four-year schools
(+1.3), comprehensive schools (+1.3), and bacca-
laureate schools ( +2.3).

Remedial /developmental Composition

Enrollments per 100 students in remedial/devessp-
mental composition were stable during the 1980s
(Figure 11, and Appendix Tables A-8, A-11, and
A-12). Enrollments per 100 students were 4.8 in
1980, 4.9 in 1985, and 4.1 in 1988. Doctoral schools
had 28 cnrollments per 100 students in 1988,
comprehensive schools had 4.5 enrollments per 100,
and baccalaurcate schools had 4.7 carollments per
100. In 1988, enrollments per 100 studeats did not
vary by school control -- therc were 3.8 enrollments
per 100 students in public schools, and 438 in private
schools.

Only one statistically significant change tock place in
remedal/developmental cnrollments in four-year
schools during the 1980s (Appendix Table A-13).
Enroliments per 100 students decreased (-2.5) in
baccalaureate schools from 1985 to 1988.
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Figure 18

Enroliment per 100 Students in Composition/Writing at Four-7ear Colleges and
Universities, by Institutional Characteristics and Year
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Figure 11

Enrollment per 100 Students in Remedial/Developmental Composition at Four-year
Colleges and Universities, by Institutional Characteristics and Year
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SUMMARY

Humanities courses are offered at the majority of
two-year colleges and universitics in the United
States. In fall 1988, the most frequent course
offerings at two-year schools werc composition/
writing, offered at 91 percent cf all two-year schools,
remedial/developmental composition (83%), Eng-
lish and American literature (81%), and history
(T%).

Humanities courses are offered at the great majority
of four-year colleges and universitics. Frequently
offered courses in fall 1988 were English and
American literature, offered at 96 percent of all
four-year schools, composition/writing (96%),
history (94%), forcign languages and litcratures
(90%), and philosophy (89%). With the excepiion
of English composition, four-year schools are more
likely than two-year scknols to offer courses in zll
subject arcas, Compo: on/writing was offered by
four-year and two-year schools at approximately the
same ratc in fail 1988, while remedial/develop-
mental composition was offered more frequently by
two-year schools.

Amcrican colleges and universities reported that in
the fall of i988, there were approximately 6.6 million
enrollments in the humanities courses covered by
HES. Approximatcly 2 million of these humanitics
enrollments occurred in two-year colleges; the
remaining 4.6 million humanitics enrollments were
in four-year colleges. During fall 1988, approxi-
mately 4.6 million students were enrolled in two-ycar
schools, and 6.1 million students in four-year
schools.

During the period from 1980 to 1988, undergraduate
humanitics enrollments at American collieges and
universities grew by 709,000 cnrollments, or 12.1
percent. Over this same period, the total number of
undergraduates enrolied grew by 763,000 students,
or 7.7 percent. Thus from 1980 to 1988, under-
graduate humanities cnrollments grew at a slightly
greater pace than total undergraduate cnrollment.
From 1980 to 1988, humanities cnroliments at two-
yuar schools grew by 393,000 enrollments; human-
ities cnrollments at four-year schools grew by
316,000 ecnroliments.  Thus, two-year schools
account for 55 percent of the growth in humanities
enrollments during this period, while four-year
schools account for 45 percent of the growth.

Across all subject arcas, two-year schools had 42.9
humanities enrcliments per 100 students in fail 1988,
Course enrollments per 100 students in spocific
subjects in fall 1968 were: composition/writing,
16.4 per 100; history, 9.1 per 100; remedial/develop-
mental composition, 7.7 per 100; foreign languages
and literstures, 4.4 per 100; English and American
literature, 3.6 per 100; philosophy, 2.6 per 100; and
religion, 1.8 per 100. Enroliments per 100 students
for two-year schools showed statistically significant
increases from 1980 to 1988 in philosophy and
remedial/developmental composition.

Across all subject areas, four-year schools had 75.1
humanities enrollments per 100 students in fall 1963,
Course carollments per 100 students in specific
subjects in fall 1988 were: history, 17.5 per 100;
composition/writing, 163 per 100; foreign languages
and literatures, 14.4 per 100; English and Amcrican
literature, 11.7 per 100; religion, 104 per 100;
philosophy 7.9 per 100; and remedial/develop-
mental composition, 4.1 per 100, Most enroliments
were at the lower division level, which generally
were two to three times as high as enrollments at the
upper division level.

Except for English composition, which showed no
statistically significant differences, enrollments per
100 students in four-year colleges were higher in
private schools than in public schools. Differences
by four-year school type were not so clear cut, with
baccalaureste schools showing the highest enroll-
ments per 100 in about half the subjects, doctoral
schools showing the highest errollments in one
subject, and no statistically significant differences
occurring in the remaining subjects.

For all four-year schools grouped together, there
were no  statistically significant changes in
humanities enrollments per 100 students from 1980
to 1988. Therc were small increases and decreases
in some subject arcas from 1980 to 1985, and from
1985 to 1988, but these changes were usually offset
by changes in the opposite direction during the other
time period, resulting in a net cffect of no chcage
from 1980 to 1988.
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Table A 1.--Humanities course offerings and enrollments in selected humanitics subiects at two-year colleges
(N=1,200), by subject
Number of | Percent of | Number of | Percent of | Number of | Number Enroliment
schools schools schools schools courses of per 100
Subject that ever | that ever |that offered|that offered| offered |enrollments students 1n
offer offer ) courses in | coJrsesin in in courses in fall 1988*
courses | courses! | fall1988 | tu1988% | fall 1988 | fall 1988°
English and American
BHEErature.. . ..cooovcvreees « coves cnvene . 1,030 862 960 80.6 3,100 156,000 36
Foreign languages and
literatures ...... .. ... . 820 68.3 810 674 5,500 185,000 44
HiStOry cooovvenere e oo oo e °10 80.8 920 76.6 4,300 395,000 9.1
Philosorhy... ... cooveneeenne v e 800 669 710 594 1,800 104,000 26
Religion ... oo vt e o 390 329 290 238 800 27,000 18
Composition/Writing. ... . .c........ 1,110 925 1,080 9.6 4,200 753,000 16.4
Remedial/developmental
COMPOSILION.....oc. covveriine cune =+ e 1,010 84.5 990 826 3,200 344,000 79

ICnlculated by dividing the number of schools that ever offer courses by the total number of schools.
2Caiculated by dividing the number of schooks that offered courses in fall 1983 by the total number of schools.

Jlncludes duplicated counts of students enrolled in more than on~ course in a given subject, and thus cannot be interpreted as the number of
students enroilcd in humanities courses.

4Subjm:t enroliments standardized by the instivtional enroliments to produce the number of humanities enroliments per 100 students at
institutions that offer courses in the particular subject.

NOTE: The estimates in this report are based on sampie data that have been weighted to produce national estimates. Because these
estimates are subject to sampling variability, they have been rounded for presentation in the text and tables. Percents and
averages have beer: calculated based on the actual estimates rather ihan the rouaded values.

SOURCE: Highe: Education Surveys, Undergraduate Course Offerings and Enroliments in Humanities, HES 11, National Endowment for
the Kumanities, Spring 1989.
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Table A-2.-Number of enroliments in selected humanities subjects in fall 1980 and fall 1985 at two-year
colleges that offered the courses that fall, by subject

1980 1985
Subject
Number ot‘1 Enroliment per Number of Enrollment per
enrollments 100 studentsz enroliments! 100 students®
English and American
literature... .......... e 139,000 35 132,000 32

Foreign languages an ]
literatures R, 144,000 39 154,000 4.1

History .. . . . 326,000 83 337,000 84
Philosophy.. . . .. .. . 74,000 21 91,000 25
Religion e e 27,000 19 29,000 22
Composition/writing... . 635,000 154 669,000 59

Remedia!/developmental
composition ... .. . .. .. 225,000 6.0 283,000 7.1

1lncmdc.s dupli~ated counts of students enrolled in more than one course in a given subject, and thus cannot be interpreted as the
number of students enrolled in humanities courses.

2Sub)et:t enroliments standardized by the institutional enrolimznts to produce the number of humanities enrollments per 100 students at
ustitutions that offer courses in the particular subject.

NOTE: The estimates in this report are based on sample data that have been weighted to produce national estumates. Because these
estimates are subject to sampling variability, they have been rounded for presentation in the text and tables. Percents and
averages have been caiculated based on the actual estimates rather than the rounded values.

SOURCE: Higher Educativn Surveys, Undergriduate Counse Offerings and Enroliments in Humanities, HES 11, National Endowment
for the Humanities, Spring 1989.




Table A-3.--Chan,us in enroilment per 100 students from 130 to 1985, 1985 to 1488, and 1980 to 1988 in
selected humanities subjects at two-year colleges that offered the courses, by subject

1980-1985 1985-1988 1980-1968
Subject
Amount 1of Perceni Amount :?f Pereeni Amount sof Perceng

change change change change change change
English and American
literature. ..o 03 - +03 - +0.1 -
Foreign languages and
LitEraLures ........coccoeee cue veve vevns e +0.2 - +03 - +0.5 -
HiStory .....coovevviee s e verveee e e +01 - +0.7 - +0.8 -
Philosophy .......... coevveinerns e +04 +180 +0.1 - +04 +21.0
Religion......... oot viies s e +03 - 04 - 0.1 -
Composition /writing ... . .. . . +05 - +0.5 - +1.0 -
Remedial /cevelopmental
COMPOSILION.......conuvcrns crveane enee +12 +193 +06 - +1.7 +292
~Percents not reported because amount of change is not statistically significant.
IEnrotiment per 100 students in 1985 minus the enrollment per 100 students in 1980,
2Amount of change divided by the enroliment per 100 students in 1980. Percent change 15 reported only when amount of change is

statistically significant.

3Enroliment per 100 students in 1988 minus the enroliment per 100 students in 1985.

4Amomn of change divided by the aroliment per 100 students in 1985. Percent change 15 reported only when amount of change i
statistically significant.

SBnmIlment per 100 students in 1988 minus the enrcilment per 100 studeats in 1980.

6Amoum of change divided by the enroliment per 100 students in 1980. Percent change is reported only when amount of change is
statistically significant.

NOTE. The amount of change presented in the table is the best estimate of change available in this study. Becsuse these estimates are
subject to sampling variability, the amount of change presented is not always statistically significant (i.c., the coafidence interval
around the estimate of change sometimes includes zero). To indicate when the amount of change is significant (ic., the
confidence interval does not include zero), percent change is reported only when amount of change is statistically significant.

The estimates in this report are based on sample data that have been weighted to produce national estimates. Because these
estimates are subject to sampling varishility, they have been rounded for presentatron in the text and tables. Percents and
averages have been calculated based on the actual estimates rather than the rounded values. Amount of change and percent
change were computed from unrounded data and then munded to the ncarest tenth.

SOURCE: Higher Education Surveys, Undergraduate Course Offerings and Enroliments in Humanities, HES 11, National Exdowment for
the Humanities, Spring 1989.
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Table A-4.--Humani::es course offerings and enrollments in sclected humanities subjects at four-year colleges and
universities (N =1,630), by subject und level

Number of | Percent of | Number of | Percent of | Number of | Number Enrollment
Subject schools schools schools schools courses of per 100
and that ever | that ever |that offered|that offered| offered |enrollments stude, s ir
level offer offer courses in | courses in in in courses in fall 1988%
- ! 9682 9883
cor "ses courses fall 19688 | fall 1 fall 1988 | fall 1

English and American literature

T OWET diVISION ..o 1,290 886 1,240 85.0 5400 423,000 79

Upper divilion6 ........................ 1,360 916 132 88.7 9,200 237,000 43

OVETBIL oo oo cov 1,580 9.8 1,560 958 16000 707,000 11.7
Foreign languages and literatures

Lower division .......... . . .. 1,300 89.0 1270 868 15,700 608,000 11.2

Upper division .. .......... ... 1,230 829 1,120 75.2 12,800 167,000 32

Overall......... . ... 1,500 919 1,480 90.4 31,400 847,000 144
History

Lower division . 1,360 936 1,330 91.1 7,200 734,000 134

Upper division ............. 1,330 89.6 1,300 876 10,700 254,000 46

Overall ........ ... . ... 1,550 95.2 1,530 938 19,700 1,055,000 17.5
Philosophy

Lower division 1,250 85.8 1,180 81.0 3,600 329 63

Uppe. division ...... ...... . .. 1,300 873 1,080 n9 1,200 96,000 19

Overall 1,520 934 1,460 894 8,800 462,000 79
Religion

L ower division 990 68.1 910 62.6 4,500 256,000 85

Upper division 970 650 850 569 5,300 75,000 i3

Overdll.......oeiiiiires v oo 1,160 709 1,100 675 10,900 384,000 104
English composition

Compostion/writing............. 1,580 9.7 1,570 96.2 7,000 979,000 163

Remedial/developmental....... 1,150 708 1,110 68.0 1,800 184,000 4.1

1Calculate»:i by dividing the number of schoots that ever offer courses by the total number of schools in that category.

2Calculated by dividing the number of schools that offered courses in fali 1988 by the total number of schoois in that category.

3mdudaduplhtedmuofuudenucnmlbdhmthmmewuminlﬁwnwbjecgcu thus cannot be interpreted as the number of
students earolled in humanities courses.

‘Subject cnroliments standardized by the institutional enroliments t0 produce the aumi.>c of humanities enrollments per 100 students at
institutions that offer courses in the particular subject.

slnduda schools that differentiate between lower and upper division courses, and that ¢#-- lower division courses (N=1,460). This
footnote applies to all subjects and levels.

6lm:lmiec schools that differentiate between lower and upper division courses, and that offer upper division courses (N=1,490). This
includes schools that only earoll upper division studenis. This footnote applies 0 all subjects and levels.

"Includes lower division plus upper divisi~~ plus schools that did not break out lower and upper division enrollments (N=1,630). This
footnote applies to all subjects and levels.

NOTE: The estimates in this report are based on sample data that have been weighted to produce national estimates. Because these
cstimates arc subject to sampling variability, they have been r  Jed for prescntation in the text and tables. Fercerts and
averages have been calculated based on the actual estimates rath  :~an the rounded values.

SOURCE: Higher Education Surveys, Undergraduate Course Offerings and Enroliments in Humanities, HES 11, National Zndowment for
the Humanities, Sprning 1989.
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Table A-5.--Number and percent of four-year colleges and universitics that offer courses in selected humanitics
subjects, by subject and institutional characteristics

Control 'I‘ype1
Subject Total
Public | Private | Doctoral Comnrehensive Baccalaureate
Number of four-year
colleges and universities> ......... 1630 520 1,110 160 420 750
English and American literature
Ever offer
Number of schools................ 1,580 520 1,060 160 420 740
Percent of schools” ............ 9%8 100 953 100 100 919
Offered in fall 1988
Number of schools................ 1,560 $20 1,040 160 420 740
Pcrcent of schools® 100 99 100 100 979
Foreign languages and literatures
Ever offer
Number of schools 500 1,000 160 400 7%
Percent of schools................. 95.7 90.1 100 94.8 9.8
Offered in fall 1988
Number of sctiools................ 1,480 500 980 160 400 720
Percent of schools..... ... 90.4 95.3 88.0 98.8 9.8 958
History
Ever offer
Number of schools................ 1,540 $20 1,030 160 420 750
Percent of schools................. 952 100 99 100 100 100
Offered in fall 1988
Number of schools................ 1,530 s20 1,010 160 420 740
Percent of schools ... ......... 938 100 9.8 100 100 989
Philosophy
Ever offer
Number of schools................ 1,520 490 1,040 160 41n T
Percent of schools 929 93.6 100 98.1 95.5
Cifered in fall 1988
Number of schools................ 1,460 470 990 160 400 690
Percent of schools................. 894 899 89.2 100 95.9 912




Table A-5.--Number and percent of four-year colleges and universities that offer courses in selected humanities
subjects, by subject and institutional characteristics (continued)

Control "I}'pe1
Subject Total
Public | Private | Doctoral Comprehensive Baccalaureate
Religion
Ever offer
Number of schools................ 1,160 260 890 120 260 610
Percent of schools............ ... . 709 50.2 80.7 732 62.9 816
Offered in fall 1988
Number of schools........ .. 1,100 210 890 110 230 610
Percent of schools.............. .. 61.5 396 80.7 671 550 80.8
Composition/writing
Ever offer
Number of schools.. .. . 1,580 510 1070 160 420 740
Percent of schools.. ... ... 967 975 9.4 98.6 100 98.2
Offered in fall 1988
Number of schools.... . 1,570 510 1,060 160 420 730
Percent of schools 9.2 975 95.6 98.6 100 7.1
Remedial /developmental
composition
Ever offer
Number of schools.... ... ... 1,150 430 730 110 320 540
Percent of schools............ .... 708 822 654 67.5 7.0 720
Offered in fall 1988
Number of schoois................ 1,110 420 690 100 310 520
Percent of schools................. 68.0 7.6 62.6 648 732 68.6

1S;)eciuhzed schools are included in the tota! but are not presented as a separate type, because there are an insufficient number of
specialized schoois in the survey 10 make reliable estimates.

2lncludes lower division plus upper division, plus schools that did not break out lower and upper division enrollments.

3Cllc\alulecl by dividing the number of schools that ever offer courses by the total number of schools in that category. This footnote
applies to all subjects.

iCnlcuhled by divicing the number of schools that offered courses in fail 1988 by the total number of schools 1n that category. This
footnote applies to all subjects.

NOTE: The estimates in this report are bascd on sam - data that have been weighted to produce national estimates. Because these
estimates are subject to sampling variability, ..y have been rounded for presentation in the text and tables. Percents and
averages have been calculated based on the actual estimates rather than the rounded values.

SOURCE: Higher Education Surveys, Undergraduate Course Offerings and Enrollments in Humanities, HES 11, National Endowment
for the Humanities, Spring 1989.
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Table A-6.--Number and perceat of four-year colleges and universities that offer lower division courses in sclected

humanitiss subjects, by subject and instituzioaal characteristics

Control Type!
Subject Total
Public | Private | Doctoral Comprehensive Baccalaureste
Number of four: colleges
and universities” ..............ccunnninnn 1460 480 M 150 380 680
English and American literature
Bver offer
Number of schools................. 1,200 4 830 150 380 610
Percent of schools™ ................ 886 96.1 849 9.5 979 899
Offered in fall 1988
Number of schools. 1,240 460 780 150 330 590
Percent of schools®............ 850 945 802 9.5 979 86.4
Foreign languages and literatures
Ever offer
Number of schoois................. 1300 480 810 150 380 650
Percent of schools.................. 890 996 8.7 100 979 953
Offered in full 19688
Number of schools................. 1270 480 786 150 380 630
Percent of schools.................. 868 996 80.5 100 979 93.0
History
Bver offer
Number of schools................ 1,360 480 830 150 380 670
Percent of schools................. 936 100 904 98.5 100 98.8
Offered in fall 1988
Number of schools................. 1330 4 860 150 380 660
Percent of schools.................. 919 93 88.0 98.5 100 9.8
Philosophy
Ever offer
Numbers of schools................. 1,220 440 810 150 ky,i) 610
Percent of schools................ 858 914 83.0 98.5 96.5 90.2
Offered in fall 1988
Number of schools................. 1,180 420 760 140 360 580
Percent of schools.................. 810 872 e 95.6 9.5 85.5
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Table A-6.--Number and percent of four-year colleges and universitics that offer lower division courses in sclected
humanities subjects, by subject and institutional characteristics (continued)

Control '1"ype1
Subject Total
Public | Private | Doctoral Comprehensive Baccalaureate
Religion
Ever offer
Number of schools................. 990 230 [\ 100 210 55
Percent of schools 68.1 46.6 788 69.5 55.5 81.6
Offc ~d in fall 1988
Number of schools... .... . 910 160 750 90 180 530
Percent of schools.. .... ... ... 626 335 7.0 628 464 715

L ipecialized schools ate included in the total but are not presented as a scparate type, because there are an insufficient number of specialized
ichools in the survey to make reliable estimates.

2lm:--des schools that differentiate between lower and upper division courses, and that offer lower dmision courses.

3Cnlcuhted by Siiding ttc number of schools that ever ofte: courses by the total number of schools in that category. This footnote applies to
all subjects.

‘Calcuhted by dividing the number of schools that offercd courses in f»” (8 by the total number of schools in thas category. This footnote
apolies to all subjects.

NOTE: The estimates in this report are based on sample data that have been weighted to produce national estimates. Because these
estimates are subject to sampling variability, they have been rounded for presentation in the text and tables. Percents and averages
have been calculated based on the actual estimates rather then the rounded values.

SOURCE: Higher Education Surveys, Undergreduate Course Offerings and Enrollments in Humanities, HES 11, Natiunal Endowment for
the Humanities, Spring 199,
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Table A-7.--Number and percent of four-year colleges and universities that offer upper division courses in selected

humanities subjects, by subject and institutional characteristics

!
Control Type!
Subjes Total
Public | Private | Doctoral Comprehensive Baccalaureate
Number of fouriyw colleges
and universities©.................cc..c....... 1,490 510 970 150 400 680
English and American literature
Ever offer
Number of schools................ 1,360 510 850 150 390 67
Percent of schools>. ........... 916 996 874 98.7 979 917
Offered in fall 1988
Number of schools.............. .. 1,320 510 810 150 380 660
Percent of schools® ............. 887 985 835 98.7 96.5 9.5
Foreign languages and literatures
Ever offer
Number of schools............... . 1230 450 780 150 370 50
Percent of schools.................. 829 817 80.3 98.5 94.0 8.1
Offered in fall 1988
Number of schools.......... ... 1,120 410 710 150 360 480
Percent of schools... ........ ..... 752 TS 728 972 90.2 69.9
History
Ever offer
Nuraber of schools............... . 1330 510 820 150 3% 670
89.6 100 84.1 100 979 98.0
Offered in fall 1988
Number of schools................ 1,300 510 790 150 3% 640
Percent of schools................. 876 989 815 100 979 93.7
Philosophy
Ever offer
Number of schools................. 1,300 440 860 150 3% 590
Percent of schools.................. 873 853 88.4 100 93.7 859
Offered in fall 1968
Number of schools................. 1,080 390 700 150 340 440
Percent of schools................. 729 754 716 100 853 64.4
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Table A-7.--Number and percent of four-yeir colleges and universities that offer upper division courses in sclected
humanities sutjects, by subject and institutional characteristics (continued)

Control Type!
Subject Total
Public | Private | Doctoral Comprehcnsive Baccalaureate
Religion

Ever offer

Number of schools................. 90 210 760 110 210 530

Percent of schools.................. 650 410 ni 70.1 527 T2
Offered in fall 1988

Number of schools................. 850 140 700 90 17 40

Percent of schools 569 280 n2 622 439 68.4

lSpechlindlchookam included in the total but are not presented as a separate type, because there are an insufficient number of specialized
schools in the survey to make reliable estimates.

2lnclmles schools that differentiate between lower and upper division courses, and that offer upper division courses. This includes schools
that only enroll upper division students.

3Cnlcuhted by dividing the number of schools that ever offer courses by the total number of schools in that category. Thie footncte applies to
all subjects.

4Cnln:ulatedbydividlin;the number of schools that offered courses in fall 1988 by the total number of schools in that category. This footnote
applies to all subjects.

NOTE: The estimates in this report are based on sampic data that have been weightod to produce national estimates. Because these
estimates are subject to sampling variability, they have been rounded for presentation in the text apd tables. Perceats and
averages have been calculated based on the actual estimates rather than the rounded values.

SOURCE: Higher Education Surveys, Undergraduate Course Offerings and Rarolimeats in Humanities, HES 11, National Endowment for
the Humanities, Spring 1989.
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Table A-8.--Number of course offering: and earollments in szlected humanitics subjects in fall 1988 at four-year
colleges and umiversitics that offered the courses in fall 1988, by subject and institutional

Control 'I‘ypel
Subject Total
Public | Private | Doctoral | Comprehensive | Baccalaureate
English and American literature
Number of courses.................oseuronns 16,000 8,100 7,900 4,200 5,800 5,200
Number of enroliments” ................. 07,000 473000 234,000 261,000 286,000 125,000
Enrollment per 109 nudemj 105 137 115 11.7 120
15,600 15,300 12,300 9,800 8,300
545000 302000 417,000 266,000 145,000
126 194 182 11.1 143
10,100 9,600 5,900 6,700 6,200
730,000 325000 387,000 425,000 201,000
16.6 198 168 174 194
4,000 4,800 2,400 3,100 2,900
Number of enroliments........................ 462,000 288000 174,000 168,000 195,000 85,000
| 68 110 13 83 86
1,200 9,700 1,300 1,800 5,200
56000 328,000 51,000 102,000 139,000
Enroliment per 100 students.. ............ 10.4 24 U4 3 82 176
Composition /writing
Number of courses...............ccrvrerrreees 7,000 3,000 4,000 1,500 2,400 2,500
Number of enrollments........................ 979,000 678,000 302,000 346,000 386,000 204,000
Enrollment per 100 students............... 163 15.7 117 15.5 158 199
Remedial/developmental
composition
Number of courses..............overeerrnes 1,800 700 1,100 200 sen 700
Number of enrollments........................ 184,000 134,000 49,000 46,000 87,000 34,000
Enrollment per 100 students............... 41 38 48 28 45 47

1Spet:illiznen‘.lschoohaleim:mtietlin:lmlotallwtnﬂeno(pteoemednllqm:tctype.beclusetlmeuelninsufﬁc:icmm.u'aberof

specialized schools in the survey to maks reliabie estimates.

zhdmdupuuudmnudnmumhmmnouminnjnnmbjea,m thus cannot be interpreted as the
number of studeats earolied in Mumanities courses. This footnote applies to ali subjects.

3Subject enroilments standardized by the institutional enrollmeats to produce the aumber of humanities enroliments per 100 students at
institutions that offer courscs in the perticular subjoct. This footnots zpplies to all subjects.

NOTE: The estimates in this repost are based on sample data that have boca weighted to produce national estimates. Because these
estimates are subject to sampling vari-bility, they have been rouided for prescatation in the text and tables. Percents and
averages have been calculated based on the actual estimates ruther than the rounded values.

SOURCE: Higher Bducation Surveys, Undergraduate Course Offerings and Enrollments in Humanities, HES 11, National Endowment
for the Humanitics, Spring 1989.
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Table A-9.--Number of lower division course offerings and enrollments in selected humanities subjects in fall 1988
at four-year colleges and universities that offered the courses in fall 1988, by subject and institutional

characteristics
Control 'Iypel
Sabject Total
Public | Private | Doctoral | Comprehensive | Baccalaureate

English and American literature

Number of courses.................cccooouunnee 5,400 2,800 2,500 1,300 2,000 1,800

Number of enrollments®.................. 423000 297000 126,000 146,000 186,000 71,000

Enrollment per 100 students> .......... 79 73 97 67 8.4 85
Foreign languages and literatures

Number of courses.............. 15,700 8,000 7,600 5,600 5,200 4,450

Number of enroliments ... 608,000 412,000 195,000 305,000 195,000 97,000

Enrollment per 100 students............... 12 99 155 139 86 110
History

Number of courses............ccouervrurenne. 7,300 3,600 3,700 1,700 2,400 2,800

Number of enroliments.......... e 734,000 539,000 195,000 249,000 321,000 142200

Enrollment per 10C students 134 129 147 113 142 158
Philosophy

Number of courses................cccooecueeee. 3,600 1,700 1,900 900 1,300 1300

Number of enrollments.. we 328000 220,000 108,000 125,000 143,000 55,000

Enrollment per 100 students.............. 63 58 89 57 6.8 68
Religion

Number of courses.................ccnne... 4,500 500 3,900 500 800 2,300

Number of enrollments.............co...... 256,000 38000 218,000 32,000 74,000 90,000

Enrollment per 1C0 students.............. 8.5 19 26 23 81 141

ISpechliudachoobmincludedinthemalbutmnotpmentedulmu type, because there arc an insufficient number of speciatized

schools in the survey to make reliable estimates.

2lncludes duplicated counts of students earolled in more than one course in a given subje., and thus cannot be interpreted as the number of
students enrolled in humanities courses. This footnote ~pplies to all subjects.

SSubject enroliments standardized by the institutions! earolimeats to produce the number of humanities enroliments per 100 students at
institutions that offer courscs in the particular subject. This footnote applies to all subjects.

NOTE: The estimat-s in this report are based on sample data that have been weighted w produce national estimates. Because these
estimates are subject to sampling varisbility, they have been rounded for presentation in the text and tables. Percents and sverages
have beea calculatod based on the sctuil estimates rather than the rounded values.

SOURCE: Higher Education Surveys, Undergradw te Course Offerings and Enrollments in Humanities, HES 11, National Endowment for
the Humanitics, Spring 1989,
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Table A-10.--Number of upper division course offerings and enrollments in selected humanities subjects in fall
1988 at four-year colleges and universitics that offered the courses in fall 1988, by subject and
imatitartaneaal ChafadCf:Sﬁ”

Control Type!
Subject Total
Public | Private | Doctoral | Comprshensive | Baccalsurcate
English and American literature
5,100 4,100 2,800 3,400 2,700
163,600 74,000 105,000 7,000 37,000
39 56 49 38 41
Foreign languages and literatures
Number of courses..............cuvunne. 12,800 6,900 5,800 5,700 3,900 2,900
Number of enrollments................... .. 167,000 107,000 61,000 87,000 43,000 28,000
Enrollment per 100 students .. ... ...... 32 27 52 40 22 42
History
Number of courses........... coovvurnrrrnnren. 6,300 4,40 3,700 4,000 2,600
Number of enrollments 173,000 82,00¢ 119,000 90,000 36,000
Enrollment per 100 students.............. 46 41 62 54 39 41
Philosophy
Number of courses........... ... ... . . 4,200 2,200 2,100 1,400 1,600 1,100
Number of enrollments......... .... 96,000 56,000 40,000 36,000 43,000 15,000
Enrollment per 100 students 19 1.5 35 16 21 23
Religion
Number Of courses.................cu... . 5,300 600 4,700 700 900 2,500
Number of enrollments.............. 95,000 17,000 78,00 15,000 25,000 34,000 11
Enrollment per 100 students 33 09 78 11 28 63 |

159ecialized schools are included in the total but are not presented as a separate iype, because there are an insufficient number of specialized
schools in the survey to make refiable estimates.

2lncludes duplicated counts of students enrolled in more than one course in a given subject, ard thus cannot be interpreted as the number of
students enrolled in humanities courses. This footnote applies to all subjects.

3Snbje" enroliments standardized by the institutional enroliments to produce the number of humanities earoliments per 100 students at
instituticns that offer courses in the particular subject. This footnote applies to al) subjects.

NOTE: The estimates in this report are based on sampie data that have been weighted to produce national estimates. Bercause these
estimates are subject to sampling variability, the;* have been rounded for precentation in the text and tables. Percents and averagec
have been calculated based on the actual estimates rather than the rounded values.

SOURCE: Higher Education Surveys, Undergraduate Course Offenings and Earollments in Humanities, HES 11, National Endowment for
the Humaaities, Spring 1989.
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Table A-11.--Number of cnrollments in sclected humanities subjects in fall 1985 at four-year colleges and
universitics that offere] the courses in fall 1985, by subject and institutional characteristics

Control Type!
Subject Total
Public Private Doctoral | Comprehensive | Baccalaureate

English and American literature

Number of enrollments®.............. 653,000 435000 218000 247,000 258,000 132,000

Enrollment per 100 students- ........ 117 108 142 110 11.5 137
Foreign !languages and literatures

Number of enrollments.................... 816,000 493,000 323,000 413,000 233,000 156,000

Ernrollment per 100 students ........... 149 123 22 185 10.5 16.8
History

Number of enrollments ................... 952,000 651,000 301,000 344,000 389,000 193,000

Enrollment per 100 students.... ...... 170 16.0 194 154 17.2 200
Philosophy

Number of earollments.................... 443,000 255,000 188,000 165,000 177,000 89,000

Enrollment per 100 students............ 82 64 128 74 82 9.9
Religion

Number of enrollments................... 401,000 53,000 348,000 61,000 99,000 143,000

Enrollment per 100 students .......... 119 25 273 43 83 200
Composition/writing

Number of enroliments.................... 814,000 571,060 243,000 311,000 320,000 160,000

Enrollment per 100 students............ 15.0 14.6 16.0 143 14.5 176
Remedial /developmental
composition

Number of enrollments.......... 150,000 49,000 57,000 89,000 47,000

Enrollment per 100 students 4.6 59 36 49 73

1Sm:cillized schools are included in the total but are not presented as a scparate type, because there are an insufficient number of specialized
«:hools in the survey to make reliable estimates.

zlncludec duplicated counts of students enrolled in more chan one course in a given subject, and thus cannot be interpreted as the number of
students enrolled in humanities courses. This footnote applies to all subjects.

3Subject enroliments standardized by the institutionai enrollments to produce the number of humanitics enroliments per 100 students at
institutions that offer courses in the particular subject. This footnote applies to all subjects.

NOTE: The estimates in this report are based on sampie data tusi have been weighted t0 produce national estimates. Because these
estimates are subject to sampling variabi'ity, they have been rounded for presentation in the text and tables. Percents and averages
have been cakulated based on the actual estimates rather than the rounded values.

SOURCE: Higher Education Surveys, Undergraduate Course Offerings and Enroliments in Humanities, HES 11, National Endowment for
the Humanities, Spring 1989.
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Table A-12.-Number of ecorollments in selected humanities subjects in fall 1980 at four-year colleges
and uniwrsities that offered the courses in fall 1980, by subject and institutional characteristics

Control Type!
Subject Total -
Public Privite Doctoral | Comprehensive | Baccalsureate

English and American literature

Numoer of enroliments®.............. 658000 424000 234000 237,000 265,000 134,000

Enroliment per 100 students” ........ 117 10.4 15.1 108 1.5 137
Foreign languages and literatures

Number of enroliments... ................ 471,000 315,000 374,000 237,000 156,000

Enrollment per 100 students 11.7 209 16.9 10.7 16.1
History

Number of enrollments............ ....... 970,000 648,000 322,000 329,000 416,000 185,000

Enrollment per 100 students............ 172 159 26 149 18.0 193
Philosophy

Number of enrollments.................... 409,000 235,000 174,000 144,000 167,000 87,000

Enrollment per 100 students............ 1.7 6.0 122 6.5 19 9.5
Religion

Number of enrollments.................... 466,000 48,000 418,000 45,000 96,000 144,000

Enrollment per 100 students............ 132 23 320 33 17 203
Composition /writing

Number of enrollraents.................... 841,000 591,000 250,000 310,000 339,000 167,000

Enrollment per 100 students........... 155 15.1 163 14.6 152 18.1
Remedial /developmental
composition

Number of enrollments..... .. ... lnm lzzv(m sov(m 56,(!!) nv(m 37!“

Enrollment per 100 students.......... 48 43 64 40 49 62

1Special‘med schools are included in the total but are not prescnted as a suparate type, because there are an insufficient number of specialized

schools in the survey to make reliable estimates.

2lndudeo duplicated counts of students enrolled in more than one courss in a gven subject, and thus cannot be interpreted as the number of
students earolied in humanities courses. This footnote applies to all subjects.

3Subject caroliments standardized by the institutional enroliments to produce the number of humanities cnroliments per 100 students at
institutions that offer courses in the particular subject. This footnote applies to all subjects.

NOTE: The estimates in this report are based on sample data that have beea weighted to produce national estimatcs. Because these
mimlmmmbjeawampﬁngnﬂobinq,theymummndedfmmnﬁminuntmmubm Percents and averages
have beca calculated based on the actual estimates rather than the rounded values.

SOURCE: Higher Education Surveys, Undergraduate Cours» Offerings and Enroliments in Humanities, HES 11, National Endowment for
the Humanitics, Spring 1969.
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Table A-13.--Changes in cnrollment per 100 students from 1980 to 1985, 1935 to 1988, and 1980 to 1988 in
sclected humanities subjects at four-year colleges and universities that offered the courses, by

subject and institutional characteristics
Control TY'P‘=1
Subject Total
Public Private Doctoral Comprehensive Baccalaurcate
Engish and American literature
1980-1985
’
Amount of change” # +0.4 09 +0.2 . #
Percent change™ ................. - - - - - —
1985-1988
Amount of chenge* .. Q1 +01 05 +04 +02 16
Percent changes ................. - - - - - -
1980-1988
Amount of 01 +04 -14 +06 +03 -1.7
Percent change - - - - - -
Foreign languages and literatures
1980-1985
+0.7 +0.6 +13 +1.6 0.2 +0.6
+51 - +6.1 +98 - -
05 +03 -28 03 +0.6 -24
- - -125 - - -145
Amount of change............ +0.2 +0.9 -15 +13 +04 -18
Percent change - +8.0 - - - -
History
1980-1985
Amount of change............ 02 +02 -1.1 +6S5 07 +08
Percent change ........ ........ - - - - - -
1985-1988
Amount of change +05 +0.6 +04 +14 +0.2 0.6
Percent change ... - - - +9.2 - -
1980-1988
Amount of change.............. +0.3 +08 08 +19 06 +01
Percent change................... - - - +127 - -
o>\
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Table A-13.--Changes in enrollment per 100 students from 1980 to 1985, 1985 to 1988, and 1%*) to 1988 in
selected humanities subjects at four-year colleges and universities that offered the courses, by
subject and institutional characteristics (continued)

Control Type!
Subject Total
Public Private Doctoral Comprehensive Baccalaureate
Philosophy
1980-198S
Amount of change............. +05 +05 +05 +0.9 +03 +04
Percent change ................... +63 +17 - +133 - -
1985-1988
Auaount of change.............. 02 +03 -1.7 01 +0.2 -1.3
Percent change .................. - - 135 - - -12.8
1980-1968
Amount of change....... ...... 402 +08 -1.2 +08 +04 09
Percent change ................ . - +13.0 -98 +123 - -
Religion
1980-198S
Amount of change.......... ... -1.3 +0.2 4.7 +1.0 +0.6 03
Percent change ........ ......... - - - +30.1 - -
1985-1988
Amount of change............... -15 01 -28 X0 01 22
Percent change .................. -12.6 - -104 -24.1 - -
1980-1988
Amount of change.............. -28 +0.1 -1.6 4 +05 25
Percent change ................... - - - - - -
Composition /writing
1980-1985
Amount of change.............. 05 06 03 0.3 0.7 05
Percent change ... ............. - - - - -
1985-19688
Amount of charge........... +1.3 +12 +17 +12 +13 +23
Percent change .. ............ +89 - - - +9.1 +13.2
1980-1968
Amount of change.............. +08 +0.6 +13 +09 +0.6 +18
Percent change. ... - - - - - -

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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Table A-13.--Changes in enrollr .2t per 100 students from 1980 to 1985, 1985 to 1988, and 1980 to 1988 in
selected humanities subjects at four-year colleges and universities that offered the courses, by
snbject and institutional characteristics (continued)

Subject Total
Public Private Doctoral Comprehensive Baccalaureate

Remedial/developmental
composition

1980-198S

Amount of change.... ... +01 +0.3 05 04 +0.1 +1.1
Percentchange .. .. ... . - - - . - -

1985-1968

Amount 1 change .. .. .. 08 07 -11 29 04 =25
Percent change ... . .. - - - - - -35.0

1980-1988

Amount of change . ... 07 05 -1.6 -12 01 -15
Percent change ... ... . - - - - - -

*Increase of less than 0.1
#Decrease f less than 0.1
~Percents not reported because amount of change 15 not statistically significant.

1Spc:cuhz.ed schools are included in the total but are not presented as a scparate type, because there are an . +~ .nt number of
specalized schools in the survey to make reliable estimates.

anrollmenl P 1 100 students 1n 1985 minus the enrol!ment per 100 students in 1980. This footnote applies to all subjects.

3Amounl of ct »nge divided by the enrollment per 100 students in 1980. Percent change is reported only when amount of change 15
statistically signuficant. This footnote applics to ail subjects.

4Emvc)llmenl per 100 students in 1968 minus the enrollment per 100 students 1n 1985. This footnote applies to all subjects.

sAmoum of change divided by the enrollment per 100 students in 1985. Percent change is reported only when amount of change 15
statistically significant. This footnote applies to all subjects.

6Emollmenl per 100 students in 1988 minus the enrollment per 100 students in 1980. Thus footnote applics to all subjects.

7Amounl of change divided by the enrollment per 100 studenis in 1980. Percent change is reported only when amount of change is
statistically significant. This footnote applies to all subjects.

NOTE  The amount of change presented in the table is the best estimate of change available in this study. Because these estimates are
subject to sampling variability, the amount of change presented is not always statistically significant (i.c., the confidence
interval around the estimate of change sometimes tncludes zero). To indicate when the amount of change is significant (i.c.,
the confidence interval does not include 2210), perent change 15 reported only when amount of change is statistically
significant.
The estimates in this report are based on sampic data that haw Leen weighted to produce natiooal estimates. Because these
estimates are subject to sampling variability, they have been rouncsd for presentation in the text and tables. Percents and
averages have been calculated based on the actual estimates rather tlan the rounded values. Amount of change and percent
change were computed from unrounded data and then rounded to the ncarest tenth.

SOURCE: Higher Education Surveys, Undergraduate Course Offerings and Enroliments in Humanities, HES 11, National Endowment
for the Human’ties, Spring 1989
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Table A-14.--Standard errors for statistics

Control Type
Subject Total
(4year) | Public | Private | pogor | Comprehensive | Baccalaureate Two-
(4-year) | (4-year) year
Percent of schools that offered courses
in the subject area in fall 1988
English and American iiterature........ 21 0 32 0 0 14 40
Foreign languages and literatures...... 23 18 i3 09 21 19 i8
3 (170 OO, 23 0 34 0 0 10 40
Philosophy.... - 23 32 30 0 19 26 41
REUGION........connvemmncereccenns crveee - 21 34 22 35 30 36 35
Composition /Writing............ .... ... Z2 16 2.7 1.0 0 1.5 22
Remedial/developme...al
COMPOSItION ... .cccc. cevvveer e v 30 32 44 36 4.1 46 33
Enroliment per 100 students in fall 1988
in schools that offered the courses in
fall 1988
English and American literature........ 05 0.7 06 0.7 0.7 08 04
Foreign languages and literatures...... 0.6 0.5 12 0.8 0.6 12 03
History......... 0.6 06 09 0.6 0.7 1.0 0.6
Philosophy........cocoevee vee et cees e e 03 03 0.7 03 05 0.5 02
REUGION.......coneveemrecmmnees sene v snrvrres wone 17 02 47 03 13 1.7 04
COMPOSItion /WItNG .......ccovvevrres oo 04 0.5 09 07 0.5 10 09
Remedial/develcpmental
COMPOSILION .croceeors e e« e o 03 03 06 04 0.4 05 04

SOURCE: Higher Education Surveys, Undergraduate Course Offenngs and Enroliments in Humanities, HES 11, Natonat Endowment for the
Humanities, Spring 1989.
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Table A-15.--Universe size and number of respondents to the survey on undergraduate course offerings and
cnrollments in humanitics, by school characteristics: spring 1989

School characteristic Universe Respondents
All SChOOIS ... s 2,828 481
TWO-YEar SCROOIS .....cocuviviniiricniisscssinnrmnrsssssesrsssmasssases 1,195 152
Four-year schools
TOtAl....ciiiiiiniisnssnne e s s ssrassssstssasens 1,632 329
Control
PUbliC.......ccvi e ses s sensesssssnessonns 523 166
PrVALC......... coocerenrerernnnenne e ssessnsssassssesensssessens 1,109 163
Type
DOoctoral........cvciniinis s 164 78
Comprehensive............c e 418 121
Baccalaureate ..........occeiineniniinenisiissiissssisssssisis 752 104

SOURCE: Higher Education Surveys, Undergraduate Course Offerings and Enroliments in Humanities, HES 11, National Endowment for
the Humanities, Spring 1989.

43




APPENDIX B

Techaical Notes

44

B-1



Higher Education Surveys (HES)

The Higher Education Surveys (HES) system was
established to conduct brief surveys of higher educa-
tion institutions on topics of intcrest to Federal
system is sponsored by thc National Science
Foundation, the U.S. Department of Education, and
the National Endowment for the Humanities.

HES questionnaires typically request a limited
amount of readily accessible data from a subsample
of institutions in the HES panel, which iz a nationally
representative sample of 1,093 colleges and univer-
sities in the United States. Each institution in the
pancl has identificd a HES campus representative,
who serves as survey coordinator. The campus
representative facilitates data collection by identify-
ing the appropriate respondent for each survey and
distributing the questionnaire to that person.

Survey Methodology, Humanities Enroliments
Survey

This mail survey on course offerings and enroliments
in humanities was conducted at the request of the
National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH).
The information was collected to provide reliable
national estimates of enrollments of undergraduates
in specified humanities courses in fall 1988 and to
assess changes in corollments during the 1980s.

The sample for this survey consisted of half of the
HES pancl, excluding specialized schools in
medicine, other health arcas, and law, uid special-
ized non-degrec granting inslitutions. Also
excluded were schools that did not enroll under-
graduates. 1ae questionnaire and cover leiter were
mailed to the 494 cligible institutions on February
23, 1989. Followup was conducted by telephone
from mid-March to late April. Toward the end of
data collection, responses were collected by tele-
phone as the respondenis completed the question-
naire. Data were adjusted for questionnaire
nonresponse and weighted to national totals.

An overall response rate of 97 percent was obtained
from the 494 cligible institutions. The response ratc
among public and private institutions was very
similar (98 perceat and 97 percent, respectively).
The respoase rate by type of institution also did not
vary much, ranging from 92 percent among special-
ized schools to 100 percent among baccalaureate
schools.

Schools were classified according to their type in fall
1968 for analyscs of the data for all three years. This
was nccessary because some of the schools previ-
ously classified as two-year schools bave since
become four-year schools. The reclassification
resulted in five two-year schools being reclassified as
baccalaureate schools, three two-year schools being

Imputation was performed for missing data for the
"total’ humanitics enrollments (i.c., the sum of the
number of carollments in a particular subject), as
well as for the number of undergraduate students
cnrolled in the school for 1980, 1985, and 1988.
These imputed numbers are used oaly in the section
of the report under the heading "Number of
Enrollments in Humanities." Although item nonre-
sponse was nct great (ranging from less than 1
percent for 1968 to 12 perceat or less for 1980), the
imputation allowed more accuratc estimates of total
cnroliments, and allowed comparisons of total
carolimeats across the three years of the survey.
Imputation was particularly important for the infor-
mation provided for 1980, where item nonresponse
was highest. Imputed numbers were not used for
the data on carollments per 100 students, because
these standardized oumbers contain an implicit
imputation.

Rellability of Survey Estimates

The findings presented in this report are cstimates
based on the sample from thc HES pancl and,
consequently, azc subject to sampling variability. If
the questiconaire had been sent to a different
sample, the respoases would not have been identical;
some figures might have been higher, while others
might have been lower. The standard error is a
measure of the variability due to sampling when
estimating a statistic. It indicates how much vari-
ability there is in the population of possible
cstimates of a parameter for a given sample size.
Standard crrors can be used as a measure of the
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precision cxpected from a particuiar sampic. if aii
possible samples were surveyed under similar condi-
tions, intervals of 1.96 standard errors below to 1.96
standard =rrors above a particular statistic would
include the true population parameter being esti-
mated in abcut 95 perceat of the samples. This is a
95 percent confidence interval. For example, ths
estimated perceatage of four-year schools offering
history in fall 1988 is 93.8 percent and the estimated
standard error is 23. The 95 percent comfidence
interval for this statistic extends from 938 - (23
times 1.96) to 93.8 + (23 times 1.96), or from 89.3
to 983 percent. This means one can be 95 percent
confident that this interval contains the true popula-
tion value. Estimates of standard crrors for the
estimates were computed using a replication tech-
nique known as jackknifc replication. The estimated
standard crrors for some key statistics are shown in
Apyendix Table A-14.

School Type Relationships

The data in this report arc prescated as “total*
figures, which represent all kinds of four-year or
two-year schools grouped together, and for four-year
schools are also broken down by school control and
type. These classifications are:

" School control
- Public
- Private

s School type (based on the U.S. Department
of Education’s HEGIS classifications)

- Doctoral-granting:  schools charac-
terized by a significant level and
breadth of activity in and commitment
to doctoral-level education as
measured by the number of doctorate
recipicnts and the diversity in
doctoral-level program offerings.

- Comprehensive:  schools character-

- Baccaiauzeate: schoois characterized
by their primary emphasis on general
undergraduate,  baccalaurcate-level
cducation, and which are not signifi-
cantly engaged in postbaccalaureate
education.

- Specialized: baccalaureate or post-
baccalaureate schools characterized
by a programmatic emphasis in one
arca (plus closely related specialties);
programmatic emphasis is measur »d
by the perceatage of degrees granted
in the program area.

- Two-year: schools that confer at least
75 percent of their degrees and
awards for work below the bachelor’s
level,

As can be seen in Figures B-1 and R-2, these school
characteristics are related to each other: -

. Among doctoral schools, 66 percent are
public.

. Among comprchensive schools, 61 percent
are public,

£ Among baccalaureate schools, 84 percent are
private.

. Among specialized schools, 88 percent are
private.

. Among four-year public schools, 49 percent
are comprehensive.

. Among four-year private schools, 57 percent
are baccalaureate.

Among two-year schools, 76 percent are public.
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Figure B-1
Percents of Each Type of Four-year School ihat are Public and Private

/A

All Schools

Baccalsureate

Percent of Schools

Figure B-2

Percents of Public, Private, and All Four-year Schools that are
Doctoral, Comprehensive, Baccalaureate, and Specialized
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. OMB # 3145-0009
ducation Exp. 01/31/90

UNDERGRADUATE COURSE OFFERINGS
AND ENROLLMENTS IN HUMANITIES

February 1989

Dear Colleague:

On behalf of ihe National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH), I request your particip_ ion
in our Higher Education Survey on Undergraduate Course Offerings and Enrollments in
Humanities. Please complete the survey for your entire institution.

The purpose oi this survey is to collect information about the number of humanities courses
offered by colleges and universities, and the number of students enrolled in these courses. The
data will provide representative national estimates of humanities course offerings ard
enroliments, and will allow assessment of changes in these ..eas since 1985, the last year for
which national data are available. Your participation in this survey, while voluntary, is vital to
the development of these national estimates.

A copy of the HES report will be sent to your institution after this study is completed. If you
have any questions about this survey, please call Dr. Laurie Lewis at Westat's toll-free number,
800-937-8281.

Thank you very much for your assistance.

Sincerely,

0Py R L

Jeffrey D. Thomas
Nationa! Endowment for the Humanities

sored by the National Science Foundation, the National Endowment for the Humanities, and the Department of Education
3 49




HUMANITIES SUBJECTS

1. English Composition:  Distinguish between (a) remedial/developmental writing courses, and
(b) composition/writing courses offered by the English department. Do pot include courses for non-
native speakers (e.g, ESL), technical writing courses, journalism courses, or communications courses.

2. English and American Literature: Include courses encompassing English-speaking literatures and
genres (e.g, Modern Novels, 20th Century Poetry). Exciude writing courses, which are counted
separately under item 1, "English Composition."

3. Foreign Languages and Literatures: Include courses in foreign languages, both modern and ancient;
foreign literature, whether offered in the original language or in translation; and classics.

4. History: Include all history courses, Western and non-Western Civilization, and American Studies.
5. Philosophy. Include all philosophy courses,
6. Religion: Include all religion and theology courses.

NOTE: If you are unable to provide separate figures for philesophy and religion courses, enter all
informatior. under philosophy.

INSTRUCTIONS AND DEZFINITIONS

Number of Courses: Provide the number of separate undergraduate courses (2s identified by course title or
number), not the r.umber of sections.

Enrollment Fgures:

s Include all full- and part-time undergraduate students who are enrolled in for-credit academic
courses (including day, evening, and weekend courses).

. Do not include students in noncredit adult education courses and noncredit extension courses.
. Count only those students still registered after the "drop/add” cutoff date.
. Students enrolled in more than one course in a given 2r=a should be counted for each course,

For example, a student enrolled in two upper division English Literature courses would be
counted twice in item 2b.

Course level: Lower Division Courses: For-credit courses designed for undergraduates in the first two
years of a four-year curriculum; Mmﬂmhnuld.mpﬂ.ﬂfdm_hm

Upper Division Courses: For-credit courses designed for undergraduates during the third
and fourth years of a four-year curriculum.

()




L Are you able to provide separate figures for lower and upper division courses?
J Yes (REFTORT DATA SEFARATELY FOR LOWER AND UPPZER DIVISION COURSES iN
SECTIONI))

(0 No (CHECK THE APPROPRIATE REASON BELOW)

Have only upper division (junior and senior) students (ENTER ALL DATA IN THE SPACES
RESERVED FOR UPPER DIVISION COURSES IN SECTION II)

Two-year college --offcr only lower division courses ENTER ALL DATA IN THE
Do not distinguish lower and upper division courses SPACES RESERVED FOR LOWER
Other; specify DIVISION COURSES IN SECTION 11

II. UNDERGRADUATE COURSES AND ENROLLMENTS

DOES DID INSTITUTION NUMBER OF NUMBER OF
INSTITUTION OFFER COURSES | COURSES (NOT STUDENTS
SHBJECT AND COURSE LEVEL EVER OFFER ANY IN THIS SECTIONS) ENROLLED IN
COURSES IN SUBJECT IN OFFERED IN COURSES
THIS SUBJECT? FALL 1988" FALL 1988 IN FALL 1988
1. ENGLISH COMPOSITION
la. Remedial/Developmental YES NO YES NO
—_1b  Composition/Writing YES NO YES NO
2. ENGLISH AND AMERICAN
LITERATURE
2. Lower Division YES NO YES NO
— 2. Upper Division YES NO YES NO
3. FOREIGN LANGUAGES AND
LITERATURES
—_3s. Lower Djvition YES NO YES NO
—3b. Upper Divison YES NO YES NO
4. HISTORY
___ 4, Lower Divisionn YES _NO YES NO
—4b._Upper Division YES NO YES NO
5. PHILOSOPHY
—Sa.  Lower Division YES NO YES NO
— 5. Upper Division YES NO YES NO
6. RELIGION
—6a. Lower Division YES NO YES NO
6. Upper Division YES _NO YES NO

SURVEY CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Nl  SCHOOL INFORMATION

1 How many undergraduate etudents (full-time 2ad part-timc) wore carolied in your wstiiution

in fall 1988?

2. Which of the foliowing best describes your school? (CHECK ONLY ONE)

Two-year school only (do not award any degree higher than an associate degree)

Predominantiy a two-year school, but have somc four-year programs (i.c., award some
baccalaureate degrees)

Four or five-year baccalaurcate school; may also offer graduate degrees
(CHECK LEVEL OF STUDENTS BELOW)

——  Both lower division (freshman and sophomore) and upper division (junior and senior)
students
Only upper division (junior and senior) students

Graduate or professional school only (do not award associate or baccalaureatc degrees)

Other, please specify:

3. IF SCHOOL IS TWO-YEAR OR PREDOMINANTLY TWO-YEAR:

Which of the following best describes the programs offered at your school? (CHECK ONLY ONE)

—

—

4, Do we have permission to relcase these data to the National Endowment for the Humanities with your institutional

Academic
Vocational /cccupational

Both academic and vocational/occupational

identification code? All information published by NEH will be in aggregate form only.

O Yes
O No

Please sign

Thank you for your assistance. Please

return this form by March 17 to:
Person completing form:
Higher Education Surveys
WESTAT Name:
1650 Research Boulevard
Rocxville, MD 20850 Title:
Telephone:

Please keep a copy of this survey for your reccrds

If you have any questions or problems concerning this survey, please call Laurie Lewis at (800) 937-8281 (to.-free).

Frame

c-6 02



END
U.S. Dept. of Education
Office of Education

Research and
Improvement (OERI)

ERIC

Date TFilmed

March 21,1991
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